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Land-Cover and Land-Use Changes in Eastern Europe after the
Collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991
▶ Comprehensively reviews dramatic land-use change across Eastern
Europe
▶ Covers environmental consequences of the collapse of socialist
governance
▶ Presents scientific studies on effects of the collapse of socialism
▶ Highlights the importance of understanding socioeconomic shocks
This work analyzes the effects of one of the most dramatic changes of entire societies
that the world has ever witnessed. It explores the collapse of socialist governance and
management systems on land cover and land use in various parts of Eastern Europe. As
readers will discover, this involved rapid and unprecedented changes such as widespread
agricultural abandonment. Changes in the countries of the former Soviet block, former
Soviet Union republics, and European Russia are compared and contrasted.
1st ed. 2017, VIII, 247 p. 84 illus., 65 illus. in
color.
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Contributing authors cover topics such as the carbon cycle and the environment,
effects of institutional changes on urban centers and agriculture, as well as changes
in wildlife populations. The volume includes analysis of the drivers of agricultural land
abandonment, forest changes in Black Sea region, an extreme drought event of 2010,
impacts of fires on air quality and other land-cover/land-use issues in Eastern Europe.
Satellite data used were mostly from optical sensors including night lights observations,
with both coarse and medium spatial resolution.
Ultimately, this work highlights the importance of understanding socioeconomic shocks:
that is, those brief periods during which societies change rapidly resulting in significant
impact on land use and the environment. Thus it shows that change is often abrupt rather
than gradual and thereby much harder to predict.
This book is a truly international and interdisciplinary effort, written by a team of scientists
from the USA, Europe, and Russia. It will be of interest to a broad range of scientists at all
levels within natural and social sciences, including those studying recent and ongoing
changes in Europe. In particular, it will appeal to geographers, environmental scientists,
remote sensing specialists, social scientists and agricultural scientists.

Order online at springer.com ▶ or for the Americas call (toll free) 1-800-SPRINGER ▶ or email us at:
customerservice@springer.com. ▶ For outside the Americas call +49 (0) 6221-345-4301 ▶ or email us at:
customerservice@springer.com.
The first € price and the £ and $ price are net prices, subject to local VAT. Prices indicated with * include VAT for books; the €(D) includes 7% for
Germany, the €(A) includes 10% for Austria. Prices indicated with ** include VAT for electronic products; 19% for Germany, 20% for Austria. All prices
exclusive of carriage charges. Prices and other details are subject to change without notice. All errors and omissions excepted.

