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Mangroves

- Mangrove forests are believed to play an important role in stabilizing shorelines and
reducing the devastating impact of tsunami, hurricanes, cyclones, and other extreme
weather events.

- Theyalso provide important ecological and societal goods and services including
breeding and nursing grounds for marineand pelagic species, firewood and timber to
local communities, and carbon sequestration (blue carbon).

- Themangrove forests, however, are declining at an alarming rataiperhaps even more
rapidly than inland tropical forests.

- Many of the remaining mangrovesare degradedand under immense pressure from clear
cutting encroachment, hydrological alterations,*chemical spill, and climate change.

- Thedegradation of mangrovescan no longer serve as a strong natural buffer against
storm winds and waves.



