
NASA-MSU Professional 
Enhancement Awards Program

• Sponsored by NASA Land Use and Land Cover 
Change Program and Michigan State University 

• Supports students to attend annual meetings of US-
IALE (US Regional Association, International 
Association for Landscape Ecology)

• Started in 1998 (approximately 20 students/year)

• >270 students from >100 institutions around the 
world



NASA-MSU Professional 
Enhancement Awards Program

• Special dinner gathering  with leading scientists

• Many former awardees are now leaders and 
active in land use and land cover change research

• Collaborations among awardees (e.g., books, 
articles, research projects)

• Next class: April 3-7, 2011 (Portland, Oregon)

• http://www.csis.msu.edu/NASA-MSU.htm



USDA-NIFA Professional Enhancement 
Awards Program

• Started in 2010

• 10 Students at the

2010 US-IALE meeting



CHANS Fellows Program
• Opportunities for junior scholars interested in CHANS 

to attend relevant meetings, symposia, and 
workshops.

• CHANS Fellows

 14 at the 2009 US-IALE meeting
 10 at the 2010 US-IALE meeting
 10 at the 2010 AAG meeting
 10 at the 2011 AAAS Meeting

(February 17-21, Washington DC)



International Network of Research on 
Coupled Human and Natural Systems 

(CHANS-Net)

Objectives:

• Promote communication and collaboration 
across the CHANS community. 

• Generate and disseminate synthesis 
scholarship on CHANS.

• Expand the CHANS community. 



Activities

• Symposia

• Workshops

• Synthesis papers

• Special issues

• Book series

• Web-based sources (www.chans-net.org)





Example Activities of CHANS-Net



CHANS Workshops

 First Workshop

 “Challenges and Opportunities in Research on 
Complexity of Coupled Human and Natural 
Systems” 

 at the 2009 conference of US-IALE 



CHANS Symposia

US-IALE Conference (2009)

“ Complexity in Human-Nature 
Interactions across Landscapes”



Events at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers

• Synthesis across Projects

• April 14-16, 2010

• http://www.chans-net.org/CHANS-
Net_Events_at_AAG.aspx



Symposium at NSF 

• Frontiers in CHANS Research: Current Progress 
and Future Opportunities

• April 15, 2010

• http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cn
tn_id=116687

• http://special.news.msu.edu/chans/





Web-based Resource Center 
(www.CHANS-Net.org)



(www.CHANS-Net.org)



CHANS Fellows Program

• Started in 2009 (junior faculty/researchers, 
postdoc, students)

• 34 fellows in 2009 and 2010



NASA-MSU Professional 
Enhancement Awards Program

• Sponsored by NASA Land Use and Land Cover Change Program and 
Michigan State University 

• Supports students to attend annual meetings of US-IALE (US 
Regional Association, International Association for Landscape 
Ecology)

• Started in 1998 (approximately 20 students/year)
• >270 students from >100 institutions around the world
• Special dinner gathering  with leading scientists
• Many former awardees are now leaders and active in land use and 

land cover change research
• Collaborations (e.g., book, article, research projects)
• April 3-7, 2011 (Portland, Oregon)
• http://www.csis.msu.edu/NASA-MSU.htm



NASA-MSU Professional Enhancement 
Awards Program

• Started in 1998 (approximately 20 students/year)

• > 270 students from > 100 institutions around the 
world

• Many are now active leaders (e.g., Board 
members, committee chairs/members, local 
hosts/program chairs)


