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The NASA Land-Cover and Land-Use Change 
(LCLUC) Program Science Team Meeting was held 
May 1–2, 2008, at the University of Maryland Inn and 
Conference Center located in Adelphi, MD. The meet-
ing was held in conjunction with the NASA Carbon 
Cycle and Ecosystems (CCE) Joint Science Workshop 
April 28–May 2, 2008. Over 630 participants joined 
the greater meeting, with over 60 participating in 
the LCLUC Science Team Meeting. The focus of the 
LCLUC Science Team Meeting was on research in the 
Arctic within the context of the International Polar Year 
(IPY). There were 18 science and programmatic presen-
tations given at the LCLUC Science Team Meeting and 
35 LCLUC-related posters presented at the CCE Joint 
Science Workshop. Information about the CCE Joint 
Science Workshop can be found at: cce.nasa.gov/meet-
ing_2008/. The agenda for the LCLUC Science Team 
Meeting, as well as presentations and posters, can be 
found on the LCLUC website at: lcluc.hq.nasa.gov.

Science Issues

The focus of the LCLUC Science Team Meeting was 
on research in the Arctic, with emphasis on projects lo-
cated in northern Eurasia having strong linkages to the 
Northern Eurasian Earth Science Partnership Initiative 
(NEESPI). The meeting agenda focused on human-
ecosystems-climate interactions and placed particular 
importance on understanding human dimensions of 
land-use in the region. Science issues concerning cli-
mate change, hydrology, disturbance and changes in 
land cover and productivity, carbon cycling, resource 
management, and alteration of indigenous lifestyles 
were common themes to the research presentations. 
In addition, the discussion highlighted new data prod-
ucts being developed to support LCLUC research in 
the Arctic.

Opening Remarks

Garik Gutman [NASA Headquarters—LCLUC 
Program Manager] kicked off the meeting with a status 
update of the LCLUC program, including Science 
Team activities, projects, and data issues. He high-
lighted the role of LCLUC research in the framework 
of the NEESPI and Monsoon Asia Integrated Regional 
Study (MAIRS) regional initiatives. He also announced 
a new data sharing initiative within the LCLUC 
program. Kelley O’Neal [University of Maryland, 
College Park] presented the new data access capabili-
ties on the LCLUC website. Gutman concluded with 
a list of near-term priorities for the program, including 
improved land-use models, an enhanced social science 
component, continued participation in the Global 
Observation of Forest and Land Cover Dynamics 
(GOFC-GOLD) program, coupling of LCLUC pro-
cesses in climate and dynamic vegetation models, and 
development of land-cover and change products from 
the Global Land Survey (GLS) products.

Chris Justice [University of Maryland, College Park—
LCLUC Program Scientist] presented some emerging 
themes relevant to LCLUC research that he noted from 
presentations and breakout sessions at the NASA CCE 
Joint Science Workshop:

• Increasing attention to human managed/modi-
fied ecosystems;

• modeling multiple stressors on managed systems 
and related challenges;

• examining “end-to-end” impacts of LCLUC; and
• projecting land-use adaptations to climate and 

socioeconomic changes. 

Group photograph of the LCLUC meeting attendees.

cce.nasa.gov/meeting_2008/
lcluc.hq.nasa.gov


36 The Earth Observer July - August 2008 Volume 20, Issue 4 

m
ee

tin
g 

su
m

m
ar

ie
s Justice also discussed:

•	 Opportunities for tighter connection between 
Earth science and applications;

•	 importance of securing long-term observations; and
•	 opportunities from the decadal survey’s proposed 

new systems for improved land-cover character-
ization and land-use science.

Scientific Presentations
	
A total of 11 scientific presentations were given during 
the Science Team Meeting.

Scott Goetz [Woods Hole Research Center] presented 
research on recent productivity and disturbance changes 
associated with high-latitude climate change. He fo-
cused on changes in fire regimes related to warming in 
high latitudes along with resultant changes in vegeta-
tion composition.

Matt Hansen [South Dakota State University] present-
ed work toward mapping forest cover and forest-cover 
loss in the Boreal zone from 2000 to 2005. The process 
assesses change on an annual basis using MODIS data, 
mapping presence or absence of tree cover regardless of 
land use, and stratifying the Boreal biome into high, 
medium, and low areas of change.

Skip Walker [University of Alaska, Fairbanks] pre-
sented information regarding the cumulative effects of 
resource development, reindeer herding, and climate 
change on the Yamal Peninsula in Russia. He focused 
on current and future gas and oil production in the 
region, the effects on the nomadic herding society from 
loss of land, and the effects on land cover from over-
grazing remaining land. He also noted only a modest 
warming trend in the region.

Nancy Maynard [NASA Goddard Space Flight Cen-
ter] presented information on human dimensions in the 
Arctic tundra under changing climate conditions. She 
discussed the importance of understanding indigenous 
traditions in reindeer pastoralism and the utility of rein-
deer mapping in assessing the vulnerability of coupled 
human-ecological systems in the Arctic to global warm-
ing and climate change.

Svein Mathiesen [Saami University College, Norway] 
presented an overview of climate adaptation related 
to reindeer herding from the Ealat Network study. He 
noted the original high resilience of the Arctic tundra 
human-ecological system to climate variability and 
change. Mathiesen followed on to the previous presen-
tation with emphasis on the importance of understand-
ing indigenous knowledge and external pressures from 
development and industry in order to assess the future 
resilience of this system.

Richard Lammers [University of New Hampshire] 
presented research on hydrological change within the 
NEESPI region. He assessed the net impact of the 
combined effects of natural and anthropogenic sources 
of change in the patterns or hydrological variability and 
identified and ranked the sources of change.

Kyle McDonald [NASA/Jet Propulsion Laboratory] 
presented on LCLUC interactions between Arctic land 
cover and hydrology, and links to the carbon cycle. He 
focused on carbon sources from permafrost lakes and 
methane emissions, river discharge, frozen soils, and 
peatlands.

Olga Krankina [Oregon State University] presented an 
overview of land cover and carbon cycling at high lati-
tudes. She highlighted results from her land-cover map-
ping project in northern Eurasia and emphasized the 
importance of input map selection in determining the 
accuracy of final results.
	
Vladimir Romanovsky [University of Alaska, Fair-
banks] presented an overview of changes in permafrost 
in the northern hemisphere and linkages to the carbon 
cycle. He focused on permafrost dynamics during the 
last glacial cycle, the present state of permafrost and 
possible future changes, and consequences of these 
changes.
	
Irina Sokolik [Georgia Institute of Technology] 
presented an overview of radiation and Arctic aerosol 
interactions with LCLUC. She differentiated between 
natural and anthropogenic sources of aerosols, focused 
on long-term aerosols trends in the North American 
and Eurasian Arctic, and related aerosols to accelerated 
rates of warming. 
	
Robert Chen [Center for International Earth Science 
Information Network (CIESIN)] presented an overview 
of social science data for high latitudes and highlighted 
the importance of including socioeconomic data in 
LCLUC research. He showcased socioeconomic data 
relevant to Arctic research available through CIESIN. 

Programmatic Presentations
	
A total of five programmatic presentations were given 
during the Science Team Meeting.

Curtis Woodcock [Boston University] presented 
an overview of the Global Observations of Forest 
Cover-Global Observations of Land Cover Dynamics 
(GOFC-GOLD) program and discussed the new Re-
ducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation 
(REDD) sourcebook. He also noted details and key 
activities for the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) 
task of land-cover characterization.
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presented a status update on the current Landsats and 
the Landsat Data Continuity Mission (LDCM). He 
reviewed LDCM instrument specifications and noted a 
planned launch date for July 2011. He also provided an 
overview of the current Landsat archive, a status update 
for Landsat 5 and Landsat 7, and noted the recent 
USGS policy changes for Landsat cost and availability. 

Jeff Masek [NASA Goddard Space Flight Center] pre-
sented an overview of the GLS 2005 product, includ-
ing processing and land-cover product development. 
He reviewed processing specifications, including scene 
selection criteria and sensor preference, and noted the 
current reprocessing of older Geocover datasets from 
1975, 1990, and 2000 to GLS standards. Masek also 
noted the GLS 2005 effort is focusing on both data 
products and land-cover analysis through support from 
several LCLUC-funded projects. He introduced the 
planned GLS 2010 initiative.
	
Eric Vermote [University of Maryland, College Park] 
provided an overview of the Land Long-Term Data 
Record (LTDR) project providing a continuous data 
record from the Advanced Very High Resolution Radi-
ometer (AVHRR) to MODIS. He presented details on 
AVHRR geolocation accuracy, calibration within the 
AVHRR series, and calibration between AVHRR and 
MODIS.
	
Tres Montano [University of Maryland, College Park] 
presented a demonstration of the new Land Measure-
ments Portal designed to provide information on the 
land products from NASA and the international com-
munity, and the associated validation and coordination 
initiatives on land observations. 

Arctic LCLUC Book for IPY
	
Garik Gutman discussed the plans and chapter content 
for Arctic Land Cover and Land Use in a Changing Cli-
mate, the LCLUC contribution to IPY. Topics covered 
include changes in vegetation cover and productivity, 
forest-cover loss, carbon balance, hydrology, reindeer 
pastoralism, resource development, aerosols, pollution, 
and an overview of scientific challenges for LCLUC 
research in the Arctic. The book is authored by LCLUC 
and NEESPI principal investigators and focuses on 
northern Eurasia. The book will be submitted by Octo-
ber 2008 and published at the conclusion of IPY.

Closing Remarks

Garik Gutman wrapped up the meeting with en-
couragement to the LCLUC community to organize 
topical science workshops in order to facilitate better 
coordination and collaboration. He emphasized the 
importance of data availability from the international 

assets and suggested a workshop on the GLS program. 
He encouraged LCLUC researchers to be involved 
with the emerging new NASA instruments planned for 
launch, and to give attention to the future national and 
international systems. He noted the need for increased 
research on the role of societal feedbacks, effects on 
ecosystems, and integration of LCLUC processes 
in climate models in order to assess vulnerability, 
resilience, and adaptation. He concluded the meeting 
with a reminder of the success of the LCLUC program 
in improving understanding of human-ecosystems-
climate interactions.

Future Meetings

The next LCLUC Science Team Meeting is planned 
for January 2009 in Chiang Rai, Thailand to be held 
jointly with the MAIRS program. Its focus will be on 
tropical land-cover and land-use change. More informa-
tion concerning this meeting, along with presentations 
from the Spring Science Team Meeting, can be found 
on the LCLUC website at: lcluc.hq.nasa.gov. 

LASP Returns Nearly $3 M 
to NASA in Cost Savings 
on SORCE Mission

On June 17, the University of Colorado (CU) at 
Boulder’s Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space 
Physics (LASP) took the rather unusual step of 
returning nearly $3 M in cost savings on the So-
lar Radiation and Climate Experiment (SORCE) 
to NASA. NASA launched SORCE as part of 
EOS in 2003 and the mission is controlled from 
the LASP Space Technology Building at the CU 
Research Park. During an event held at CU on 
June 17, LASP officials presented a $2,997,000 
check for the cost savings from SORCE develop-
ment and operations to Ed Chang, [NASA God-
dard Space Flight Center—SORCE Manager]

This surplus is money that was not spent during 
the SORCE Prime Mission development and 
operations (first five years). The cost savings is a 
result of an efficient management team, effective 
pre-launch testing, an extraordinary science team, 
and the sharing of LASP Mission Operations 
Center personnel. In an era of tight budgets and 
ever rising costs this is quite an accomplishment. 
Congratulations to SORCE PI Tom Woods and 
everyone else involved in the mission on a job 
well done. 
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