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What is the Global Land Project?

The Global Land Project (GLP) is a joint core Project of both 
the International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme (IGBP) 
and the International Human Dimensions Programme on 
Global Environmental Change (IHDP).

GLP was built on the research of more than a decade within 
IGBP and IHDP core projects, especially GCTE (Global Chance 
and Terrestrial Ecosystems) and LUCC (Land-Use and Land-
Cover Change), along with other projects sponsored by the 
international global change programmes. This legacy pro-
vides the opportunity to study the coupled human-environ-
ment system in ways not possible in the past. GLP seeks to 
merge these existing research communities, and to attract 
other researchers from the social and natural sciences and 
the humanities.

The GLP goal is part of broader efforts to understand changes 
in the interaction between people and their environments, 
and the ways these have affected, and may yet affect, the 
sustainability of the Earth System. Changes in coupled hu-
man-environmental systems affect the cycling of energy, wa-
ter, elements and biota at the global level, and global-level 
changes in political economy, such as international treaties 
and market liberalisation, affect decisions about resources 
at local and regional levels.
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The following 16 SSC members (including the chair) are 
internationally recognised scientists who steer the Global 
Land Project. They are supported by the International Pro-
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Objectives / Themes
GLP has developed a Science Plan around three ob-
jectives

i) To identify the agents, structures and  nature of change  in 
coupled socio-environmental systems on land and quantify 
their effects on the coupled system;

ii) To assess how the provision of ecosystem services is affected 
by these changes; and

iii) To identify the character and dynamics of vulnerable and 
sustainable coupled socio-environmental land systems to 
interacting perturbations, including climate change.
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ten research questions:
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�,�V�V�X�H���������� How do globalisation and population change affect re-
gional and local land use decisions and practices?
�,�V�V�X�H�� �������� How do changes in land management, decisions and 
practices affect biogeochemistry, biodiversity, biophysical proper-
ties, and disturbance regimes of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems?
�,�V�V�X�H���������� How do the atmospheric, biogeochemical and biophysi-
cal dimensions of global change affect ecosystem structure and 
function?
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�,�V�V�X�H���������� What are the critical feedbacks from changes in ecosys-
tems to the coupled Earth System?
�,�V�V�X�H���������� How do changes in ecosystem structure and functio ning 
affect the delivery of ecosystem services?
�,�V�V�X�H���������� How are ecosystem services linked to human well-being?
�,�V�V�X�H���������� How do people respond at various scales and in diffe-
rent contexts to changes in ecosystem service provision?
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�D�E�L�O�L�W�\
�,�V�V�X�H�� �������� What are the critical pathways of change in land sys-
tems?
�,�V�V�X�H���������� How do the vulnerability and resilience of land-systems 
to hazards and disturbances vary in response to changes in human 
and environment interactions?
�,�V�V�X�H�� �������� Which institutions enhance decision making and go-
vernance for the sustainability of land-systems?

T1. Dynamics of land systems
T2. Consequences of land system change
T3. Integrating analysis and modelling for land sustainability
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���� �6�D�S�S�R�U�R���2�I�À���F�H�����-�D�S�D�Q 
 Focus on vulnerability, resilience and sustainability of land systems. 
�� �)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���6�D�S�S�R�U�R���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���2�I�À���F�H�U���7�H�L�M�L���:�D�W�D�Q�D�E�H�����(���P�D�L�O�����W�Z�D�W�D�#�H�H�V���K�R�N�X�G�D�L���D�F���M�S
 http://www.glp.hokudai.ac.jp/ 

���� �%�H�L�M�L�Q�J���2�I�À���F�H�����&�K�L�Q�D
 Focus on land use and ecosystem interactions. 
�� �)�R�U���P�R�U�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���%�H�L�M�L�Q�J���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���2�I�À���F�H�U���+�H���4�L�Q�J���+�X�D�Q�J�����(���P�D�L�O�����K�X�D�Q�J�K�T���D�W���L�J�V�Q�U�U���D�F���F�Q��
 http://www.glp-beijing.org.cn/

How to Get Involved
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GLP IPO is now accepting contributions to the next 
�L�V�V�X�H���R�I���*�/�3���1�(�:�6�����,�I���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H����
please, contact the IPO by e-mail: glp@inpe.br
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Website
We are open to announce events and publica-
tions related to GLP science on our monthly GLP 
e-news or on GLP website. If you want to con-
tribute, please contact us sending an email to: 
glp@inpe.br
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